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1. INTRODUCTION 

The commercial use of asbestos in the UK began the end of the 19th Century and increased gradually, 

with large quantities of asbestos used from the 1950s to early 1970s. Asbestos was used for a 

variety of tasks, for example, refurbishment of older buildings, thermal insulation, fire precautions 

and in many building products. In addition, asbestos was used in some older equipment, especially 

that involving high heat levels, such as Gavenclamp Ovens and heat resistant gloves.  

Asbestos is a collective term for ‘silicate’ materials mined in the form of a soft mineral rock. Asbestos 

fibres are a potential carcinogen; very small fibres can be breathed into the lungs, where they 

remain and may potentially cause longer term ill health effects. Touching asbestos materials may 

not in itself be a risk as asbestos is only hazardous if the actual fibres become airborne.   

As a result of the potential risks by 1999 the importation, supply and new use of nearly all forms of 

asbestos containing materials (ACMs) was banned in the UK. The management of asbestos, is now 

also governed by detailed legislation which requires the University and its Colleges and Services to 

manage asbestos and protect staff, students and others from asbestos fibre exposure. 

Asbestos which remains ‘in-situ’ is not prohibited but they must be managed and must not pose a 

risk to health.  

2. POLICY STATEMENT 

The Policy states University policy on the control and management of asbestos containing materials 

at the University and seeks to ensure University compliance with legislative requirements and good 

practice across the Higher Education Sector.   

This Policy should be regarded as the benchmark standard for the control of asbestos at the 

University, stating the duties and responsibilities of the University and its Colleges, Professional 

Services, staff, students and contractors. 

The Policy applies to: 

¶ Each College and Professional Service.  

¶ Staff, Students, Visitors and Contractors. 

¶ Each building owned and leased by Bangor University. 

The Policy does not apply to: 

¶ Buildings and rooms rented by the University*. 

* where rooms and buildings are temporarily rented by Colleges and Services local arrangements 

should be established to confirm asbestos does not pose a risk to University staff or students. 

3. RELATED POLICIES AND LEGISLATION 

In addition to the general duties of the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act, the management and 

control of asbestos containing materials are governed by specific and detailed health and safety 

legislation; particularly The Control of Asbestos Regulations and its Approved Codes of Practice and 

Guidance documents. 
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4. DEFINITIONS / TERMINOLOGY  

¶ Duty Holder:  Bangor University is the legal Duty Holder, in accordance with Regulation 4 

of the Control of Asbestos Regulations. 

¶ ACM:  ACM is a collective term for Asbestos Containing Materials. 

5. UNIVERSITY DUTIES 

Through this Policy, the University establishes management arrangements for the control of 

asbestos.  In some instances, and in accordance with the University Health and Safety Policy, the 

University will delegate responsibility and duties for implementing this Policy to appropriate Colleges 

and Professional Services.  The University will: 

a. Prevent, as far as is reasonably practicable, exposure to asbestos fibres. 

b. Ensure a suitable Asbestos Register for all buildings and relevant equipment within the 

estate and those buildings leased by the University, is available. 

c. Ensure a suitable Asbestos Management Plan, based on building surveys, re-inspections 

and risk assessments, is produced and implemented.  

d. Provide appropriate resources to manage and, where appropriate, remove ACMs. 

e. Suitably label ACM locations or materials. 

f. Ensure training, instruction and information on asbestos and asbestos management is 

provided to appropriate staff, students and contractors. 

g. Promote general awareness of asbestos including the University’s Asbestos Management 

System. 

h. Regularly review the Asbestos Management System. 

6. DUTIES OF CAMPUS SERVICES 

Campus Services (CS) has a responsibility to manage ACMs under its control and will:  

a. Produce and maintain an effective estate-related Asbestos Management Plan (AMP). 

b. Appoint an Asbestos Supervising Officer to oversee the AMP and its implementation. 

c. Ensure the suitability and usability of the Asbestos Register.  

d. Ensure all ACMs are suitably 
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