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1. INTRODUCTION  

A laser is a man-made, high intensity optical radiation light source which produces an intense, 

coherent monochromatic, narrow beam of light. 

A typical laser beam might only spread out by 1 m when shone onto a surface 1 km away. As light 

also travels in straight lines, this makes lasers useful for guiding, for example a ‘pointer’ to highlight 

something in a presentation. Laser beams are also used to read information, for example CDs and 

DVDs, some are also capable of heating materials, making them useful in surgery and for cutting 

metals and other industrial materials. 

/hss/inflink/artificalopticalradiation.php.en
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g. Ensure all laser installations and operations are suitably risk assessed, with the 

assessment approved by the LSO, such that no significant risk remains. 

h. Ensure only competent persons operate lasers.  

i. Ensure Supervisors and others in a supervisory role working with lasers understand their 

responsibilities as detailed in Section 12 to ensure the correct and safe operation of lasers 

associated with their work.   

j. Ensure recorded, 3 monthly checks are undertaken of safety critical devices i.e., 

equipment safety interlocks. 

k. Ensure all laser Accidents & Incidents are reported to Health and Safety. 

When operating Class 3R, 3B or 4 Lasers: 

l. Ensure the use of all Class 3R lasers are suitably risk assessed. 

m. Establish and sign Class 3B / 4 ‘Designated Areas’ as required (Section 9). 

n. Ensure all Class 3B / 4 lasers are enclosed or confined by means of laser tubes, fibre or 

interlocked enclosure. 

o. Ensure all Risk Assessments, Local Rules, Safe Operating Procedures etc are approved by 

the LSO before work starts (includes teaching activities). 

p. Ensure a protocol, approved by the LSO, is in place for all laser alignment and adjustment 
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All work with Class 3B / 4 lasers must take place in a restricted ‘Laser Designated Area’ where 
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15. FURTHER INFORMATION AND PRACTICAL GUIDANCE 

The following Information Sheet is available which provides practical guidance on the action Colleges 

/ Professional Services need to take to meet the requirements of this Standard: 

¶ Information Sheet: Safe Use of Lasers. 

16. REVIEW AND AUDIT PROCEDURES 

Health and Safety, Campus Services will carry out general and periodic audits to assess compliance 

against this Policy Standard and legislation in general. 

Colleges / Professional Services must periodically review their own procedures to ensure the 

requirements of this Policy Standard are implemented, suitable and effective. 

In addition, the University’s Health, Safety and Emergency Management Committee may from time 

to time review the effectiveness of the University’s system for the management of lasers across 

Colleges and Professional Services.  

 

End. 
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LF1: LASER SURVEY FORM - CLASS 3R, 3B / 4 

 Supervisor to submit this Form with the Registration of Laser Equipment Form for all set ups 
involving Class 3R, 3B and 4 lasers before





 

LF3: CHANGES TO LASER WORKERS  
AND / OR CESSATION OF LASER USE 
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