
Studying for his second year BSc in
Ocean Science and running the
Endeavour Society this year were not

enough for Paul Butler who also competed
as the captain for the 5-member Bangor
University team in “University Challenge”,
the BBC2 quiz show in 2003.  Another stu-
dent of the SOS, Tom Harrison
(MarBiol/Zoo) also joined the team as the
reserve member.  Bangor beat Hull 180-
160 then lost to Jesus Cambridge by about
100 points.  The last time that Bangor’s
team made it into the semi-finals was in
1998/99.
‘Individual’ was a good guess for an
oceanographer(!) as the answer to what

comes after species in the Linnean system
of classification of animals and plants
(correct answer is sub-species) but Paul’s
most embarassing moment came when he
was asked what was the extrusive equiva-
lent of granite, something which was one of
the first things he had learnt on the course.
Despite the fact that rhyolite (and correct
answer!), was the first thing that popped
into his head, Paul started working out all
the other possibilities eventually coming up
with a really lame answer.  He just had to
pray that James Scourse was otherwise
engaged during the broadcast and does not
read this newsletter!

Acrew of 12 from the School of Ocean
Sciences braved the Strait to compete in
the famous Raft Race, revived after an

absence of several years on May Bank Holiday
2002.  Organised by the Rotary Club, the race
has two categories of rafts, the competitive and
the non-competitive, and demands that the enter-
ing teams not only make their own raft,  but that
they also paddle it or sink it - whichever comes
first - from Port Dinorwic to Menai Bridge. 

During a very wet weekend in May, the team of
skilled crafts(wo)men - including mostly
research officers, the SOS Computer Manager
Graham Worley, and Professor  Peter Williams -
built something that would probably withstand a
collision with the Irish Ferry using 200 year old
wood, eight barrels and excessive nuts, bolts,
rope and glue.  Planning took place in pubs with
the master design on the back of beermats. 
(cont. page 4)

Paul Butler (centre) with University Challenge presenter J Paxton

Scientists from  Menai Bridge have
scooped £1 million in research funding by
the NERC in June 2003.  The awards are

for three separate projects which cross the tradi-
tional subject boundaries.

John Simpson, Steve
Thorpe and Tom Rippeth
have been awarded £400k
for their studies on turbu-
lence levels and structures
in the Irish Sea.  The proj-



After 10 years of discussion the
European Parliament voted in May
2003 that from now on companies

will be responsible for the pollution they
cause.  There is a bill to be picked up
whether accidents of nuclear reactors or
disasters with oil tankers.  The new regula-
tions are aimed to spur companies to bring
in more precautionary measures and tight-
en their existing policies regarding safety.
However it is all very well if one knows the
perpetrator.  Oil tankers like Erika (BP) and
Prestige are hard to hide, but what if the
pollution happens to be spotted well after
all trails of the perpetrator have gone?  

Just like in any crime scene Who, When,
Where and How are the basic questions 
floating around any 
contamination these days,
whether due to an accident or
due to a series of routine oper-
ating releases.   The field of
Environmental Forensics deals
with the historic release of con-
taminants and deployes documen-
tary records (like witnesses, aer-
ial photography, fire insur-
ance maps, electronic
information) and measure-
ment or sampling data, and
provides the fact basis for
mediated or negotiated
transactions or for any
public inquiry related
to environmental 
matters.  

Bangor having foreseen
such change in policies
launched an altogether new degree, the
first of its kind worldwide.  The BSc in 

Environmental Forensics saw 
its first students in autumn 2003.  Suitable
for students with an interest in all aspects of 
environmental science, including geology, 
physical geography, chemistry and biology,
the modular course is taught principally
within a marine context, although the
processes and skills one learns can be
applied to most environments.  

During the first year there is a set of com-
pulsory modules in addition to others
which are selected from a range offered by 

other Science departments, some of which
are designed to build on 'A' level while oth-
ers provide the necessary foundation for
those without the appropriate 'A' levels.  In
years two and three lecture material is re-
inforced with practicals, field work, assess-
ments and a research project.  

Coastal waters are most at risk from human
activities, whether oil spills or chemicals
seeping into the sea from industry or agri-
cultural activities.  The degree subject

matter covers
coastal seas
w h e r e
fresh water

mixes with 
sea water, the

processes that
happen within

these areas, their ecology and their con-
servation.  Besides a broad overview of
marine environmental science the course

in Bangor provides specialised training in
identification of a disturbance of environ-
mental systems (e.g. pollution), detection
of the sources of the disturbance, and pre-
diction of its future effects.  Land-based
and offshore fieldwork involve such items
as identifying the source of an oil spill or
fish kill, determining the transport path of
discharge from a sewage outfall, or assess-
ing the risks of disturbance of sediment
deposits contaminated with radionucleides
in the Irish Sea.  It is all about observing
carefully the environment, interpreting
what one sees and then passing a judge-
ment.  Even Sherlock Holmes could not do
any better.
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In the cryosphere, the annually-resolved
ice-core record is now established as the
prime stratigraphic and global

palaeoenvironmental (particularly palaeoat-
mospheric) template for the last glacial-
interglacial cycle. In the lithosphere, annu-
ally-banded speleothem from caves provide
similar potential for high-resolution palaeo-
climatic studies, and laminated, especially
varved, sediments from
lakes and oceans are key
archives of palaeolimno-
logical and palaeoceano-
graphic change.  A long-
lived (longest record 268
years) humble mollusc,
Arctica islandica and its
growth bands now joins
these studies.  Annual
growth bands are not the
sole property of trees, since they are found
not only on bivalve molluscs but also on
corals, and they are invaluable geochrono-
logical tools in the calibration of radiocar-
bon dating techniques, and in ultra high-
resolution investigations of climatic and
environmental change such as El Niño-
Southern Oscillation (ENSO) events and in
novel methods for reconstructing ocean
palaeotemperatures in the Atlantic. 

Arctica has not been called the "tree of the
sea" for nothing: just like tree-rings, the
annual growth bands on its shell can be
used to count back in time.  Chris
Richardson, James Scourse and Graham
Forsythe have discovered that some of 

these animals lived for over 250 
years.  By matching the patterns from dif-
ferent shells, very long records can be con-
structed differentiating between ‘bad’ and
‘good’ years.  A continuous 1000-year
record can now be constructed, which is
hoped not only to elucidate past patterns of
seawater temperature for the North Sea but
also to place in historical context the 

increases in sea temperatures linked to
global warming. 

Based at the University of Wales (Bangor),
a 3-day meeting (7-9 January 2004) is spon-
sored by the Quaternary Research
Association and Marine Studies Group of
the Geological Society of London of the
UK and organised by Drs James Scourse,
Chris Richardson, Leon Clarke, Fabienne
Marret and Graham Forsythe.  The meeting
is to review current advances in annual
molluscan growth band studies and to share
approaches and techniques applied to the
different archives.  Both oral and support-
ing poster sessions will be presented on the 
development of long chronologies by cross

matching, the use of long annually-banded
records in calibration and the value of annu-
al records for high-resolution palaeoenvi-
ronmental reconstruction, notably including
stable isotopic and trace element geochem-
ical proxies.  The third day is optional and
involves a workshop to include explana-
tions of techniques that can be used to elu-
cidate annually banded records in marine

molluscs (schlerochronolo-
gy).  Related topics covered
will include sample prepa-
ration, image analysis and
crossmatching of growth
bands.  Weather permitting,
a mini-cruise aboard the RV
Prince Madog is also
planned to Red Wharf Bay
to demonstrate geophysical
and coring methods.

The John Wiley Lecture will be given by Dr
Konrad Hughen, Woods Hole USA and the
Sir Kirby Laing Lecture by Dr Douglas
Jones, Florida Museum of Natural History,
USA.  Other keynote speakers are Professor
Alan Kemp, University of Southampton, Dr
Andy Baker, University of Newcastle,
Professor Ian Fairchild, Keele University,
Professor Mike Baillie, Queen's University
Belfast, Dr Keith Briffa, University of East
Anglia, Dr JP Steffensen, University of
Copenhagen and Dr Sandy Tudhope,
University of Edinburgh.  The conference
proceedings will be published as a Special
Issue of Journal of Quaternary Science. 

Humble Mollusc Assists SOS To Build A Climate ‘Tree’

A specimen of Arctica islandica (left)
and cross section through the shell
showing growth bands (right).

Sherlock  Holmes Goes Marine
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Dear SOS Alumni and Friends,          

I am writing this not long after the highly
successful 50’s/60’s Reunion – what a joy
to meet up with several contemporaries,



Sailing - both offshore and dinghy - has
been Catherine Jones’ passion through-
out her BSc in Ocean Sciences.  For

most of the time she has been sailing with the
Sea Cadet Corps and more recently with the
Royal Naval Reserves, of which she is a
member.  She now faces the challenge of a
lifetime having been offered a berth on the
Global Challenge in October 2004, the ulti-
mate sailing experience for a non-profession-
al.   Organised by the Challenge Business, the
mentally and physically demanding event has
deservedly earned the title of “The World’s
Toughest Yacht Race" as a fleet of identical
72’ steel yachts will leave Portsmouth, UK  to
sail 30,000 miles around the world, against
the prevailing winds and currents, returning
after a circumnavigation of 10 months. 

After Bangor, Catherine did an MSc in Water
Science & Technology in Trinity College,
Dublin and worked in Ocean Applications at
the Meteorological Office, Bracknell, with the
Environment Agency and the Water Industry.
She is currently a water quality 
scientist with Mid Kent Water PLC,
Snodland, Kent.  

When The Going Gets Tough ...

Since its resurrection
the Endeav-our
Society has not



T



The year 2003 saw 105 students graduating in marine science and some 12 candidates success-
fully defending their PhD and MPhil theses, while 42 students completed the taught course com-
ponent of their MSc degrees.  

Graduations, Prizes & Awards

For the second year, SOS supported a
group of ten students on a holiday,
sorry I mean field trip, at an outpost of

the Virginia Institute of Marine Science
(VIMS), at Wachapreague, which has been
built up over 15 years or so largely through
the single-minded determination of its direc-
tor, Mark Luckenbach.

These field trips are a result of VIMS connec-
tion with Chris Richardson who together with
Colin Jago - for much needed non-biological
academic input - not only organised much of
the trip but managed to keep some kind of

order in a spirited group.

The competition for places was high and
those selected felt truly privileged: Chloe
Arnold, Sam Wilding, Lorraine Holdstock,
Sarah Clark, Sarah Hale, Duncan Smallman
and Rebecca Cooksley doing marine biologi-
cal disciplines and Sacha Beard, Lucy
Freeman and myself doing other kinds of
marine science.

The field trip was an experience of seeing

how things are done in a very different kind of
ocean science institution mingled with beach
visits, shark fishing, seine netting and some
interesting, if somewhat excessive, eating
experiences.

The lagoon - a stunning layout of channels
and unbelievably extensive salt marshes
behind a series of barrier islands - was our
first call to collect samples and fight with the
‘natives’, particularly the evil greenhead flies,
both activities proving equally unsuccessful:
Not even Jungle Formula could come to our
rescue and 4 trawls turned up a grand total of

two crabs. 

Things improved



Azad Sadiqua, (MSc Marine Geots 1999), has been accepted to a  PhD course in New York.

Barnett Brian, (BSc Zoo / Mar Zoo 1971), is happily settled in Ludford where he works on
Estuarine Pollution in the Lincolnshire area.

Barwise Andy, (MSc Mar Geotech 1993), works for Lankelma.

Terence R. Beggs, (M.Sc. Marine Geotechnics, 1975), did the photography for “The Menai
Strait” a book written by Gwyn Pari Huws and published by Gomer Press recently.  

Brandenburg Leif, (Dip. Mar Geotech 1993), works for Lido GmbH - Lufthansa
Aeronautical Services in Frankfurt.

Burton Charlie, (MSc Mar Geotech, 1983), is keeping extremely busy in the Teaching
Profession while enjoying life in Heswall (Merseyside) with his wife and three of a family.

Caryl David (B.Sc. MarBiol/Zoology 1972), swapped Prince Madog for the RV Manehine, a
1900 converted North Sea trawler, then the marine research vessel of the East African Marine
Fisheries Research Organisation in the Indian Ocean.  Subsequently, as a teacher and Head of
Biology, he regularly brought 6th formers to camp on Anglesey to study.  As a result several
went to Bangor!

Chapman Piers, (PhD MarChem 1982) has moved from Texas A&M to Louisiana State
University.  He is running a consortium of 11 universities in southern Louisiana and
Mississippi working on CREST (Coastal Restoration and Enhancement through Science and
Technology), a programme on coastal wetland remediation science.  This  field is of vital
importance as the states are losing about 24 square miles of land per year.  

Christie Sandy, (ex - Staff, 1960’s), is enjoying "almost" full retirement nowdays in Ponteland
with only 6 days consultancy work last year(!) and fully occupied with fishing, bowling, play-
ing the church organ and with an increasing number of grandchildren.

Crow Alex, (BSc GeolOcean, 1996), works for Qinetiq in Farnborough.

Coombes Mike, (BSc Mar Biol 1992, MSc 1994), taught biology for three years and in 1997
he set up proporta.com, a business which provides hardware and software accessories for
mobile computing devices.  He now lives in Brighton with his girlfriend. 

Czerewko Moz, (MSc Mar Geotech 1989), works for EDGE Consultants.  Congratulations to
Moz and his wife, Oksana, on the birth of their daughter, Mara Zoryana in February 2003.

Dodd Leo, (PhD Mar Geotech 1995), is now settled with her husband Nik James in Torphins.
Leo is working for Hydrosearch in Aberdeen while bringing up a son and a daughter.

Dunford Paul (MSc 2002), is holding the post of the Scientific Fisheries Observer at the
Falkland Islands Government Fisheries Department, Stanley, Falkland Islands. 

Fenlon Louise, (BSc Geol Ocean 1998), is rising steadily up the "promotion ladder" with
Whitbread.  Together with Tricia Griggs, (BSc Geol Ocean, 1998), Louise has enjoyed a suc-
cessful Norwegian cruise in 2003.

Gaiawyn Jenny, (BSc MarBiol 2003), has been involved with a Palestinian Medical Relief
Committee and "Project Hope" over the summer of 2003, a scheme to provide classes and
recreation for Palestinian children and adults.  Unfortunately she has experienced some of the
warfare which is prevalent in that part of the world at the present time but thankfully has
emerged unscathed.  In December 2003 Jenny is off to Ikaria, Greece  to work as a marine biol-
ogy researcher with a grassroots marine conservation group, and has registered for an MSc in
Marine Resource Development and Protection in Orkney.

Gelfort Ralf, (MSc Mar Geotech 1998), has resigned from Schlumberger in order to start a
PhD at Kiel University on a topic involving thermal conductivity.

Glennie James, (BSc Mar Geotech 1988), has successfully completed the Sloan Masters
Degree at the London Business School.  James joined the British Wind Energy Association as
Head of Offshore Renewals having previously worked as an Analyst and Consultant with Esso
Petroleum/EXXON in the UK and with Energy Systems in Russia.

Gray Chris, (BSc Mar Chem 1995), obtained an MSc in Zoology and a PhD in Chemistry



The Alumni event of the first  week-end in October 2003  was a very joyous occasion
attended by 41 people.  Its success provided plenty of stimulus for the preparation of the
next one whose venue has already been booked on 2nd October, 2004.  We let the pic-

tures speak as to the atmosphere along with some of the comments from past students and we
hope that we shall see more of you next year. 

"Attention those postgraduate students and staff of the 1960s who were not able to
attend the marine science reunion in early October. Over drinks and during the
reunion dinner many of you were remembered. We asked about you, told stories and
laughed, toasted your health and we shared many fond memories of the 1960s. 

You were remembered!"

Craig Kensler (PhD MarBiol 1965)

"Did I travel 1200 miles for a Reunion? Not specifically, but it was a big pull.
There was always something special about the Marine Science Labs and there
is no doubt that its uniqueness still exists despite the huge growth in size. D.J.
Crisp's enthusiasm, drive and commitment (or more appropriately "hyperactiv-
ity") has been replaced with passion and that was obvious from the visit.
Memories are very precious and I have now added to them and know that the
Marine Science Labs or the School of Ocean Sciences will go from strength to
strength. 

Thank you."

Len Tong  (BSc 1963, PhD MarBiol 1967)

Alive and Kicking (continued from p7)

CALLING ALL ALUMNI OF THE 70’s
Due to the great success of the re-union in October 2003 another event is to be organised 

KEEP  THESE DATES FREE 2-3 October 2004  REGISTER EARLY AS PLACES ARE LIMITED

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME Compulsory Pint at the Liverpool Arms Dinner a Visit to the SOS Site and the new Prince Madog

FOR INFORMATION, IDEAS or SPECIAL REQUESTS CONTACT

Sinclair Buchan  sinclair@kinnaird.free-online.co.uk George Floodgate gmfloodgate@tinyworld.co.uk

Sayers Les, (BSc Maths/Ocean, 1978), is now back from DownUnder and is the Managing
Director of M&J Seafood,  Aylesbury.

Schoolmeester Tina, (MSc Mar Geotech 1997), has resigned from Veritas to spend a "year
out" travelling around S.E. Asia with her boyfriend.

Sherman Craig (BSc MarBiol 2001), 



How YOU Can Help SOSA in its activities

the Gift Aid Scheme allows us to
claim the tax back from the

government to add to donations  

a £10 gift becomes £12.80

Purchase Across the Bridge
the book on the labs’ history
All profits go towards helping

research and students

Opt for the purchase of books
or journals for the School

library

Put your work experience at
the disposal of CORDAN

GARRY REID 
g.reid@bangor.ac.uk

GAY MITCHELSON-JACOB
egm@bangor.ac.uk

RAY SEED 
r.seed@bangor.ac.uk

DEI HUWS 
d.g.huws@bangor.ac.uk

Journals Are Looking For A Loving Home
A home is needed for an impressive collection of the 

JMBA 1977  Vol. 57  No  1  -  2003  Vol. 83  No. 6  inclusive.  
Anyone interested please contact 

Barry Paine at barry.paine@wildvoice.co.uk

Take a look, you never know who you may find lurking in here.

Write E-mail Telephone

Want to get in touch with some old pals but lost their address?  

Allow us to publish your name & address in the WET column.

Coombes Mike, (MarBiol 1992, MSc in 1994), has lost contact with lots of people from
Bangor so if anyone remembers him do drop a mail. mike@proporta.com
Gray David, (BSc MarBiol 1993),  Hartpury College, University of the West of England,
Hartpury, Gloucester, GL19 3BE David.Gray@Hartpury.ac.uk
Meadows Jane, (BSc MarBiol/Ocean 1979),  c/o Science Department, Barnsley College, 
Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S70 2YW j.meadows@barnsley.ac.uk
Neal Andy, (PhD MarBiol 1995) Neal@srel.edu
Sherman Craig, (BSc MarBiol 2001) cdhs01@uow.edu.au
Soulsby Richard (MSc Physical Oceanography, 1970) rls@hrwallingford.co.uk
Tobio-Silvestre Adriana, (BSc MarBiol/Ocean 1998), would  really like to get in touch
with Dominic Koe and Daisy Tyson-Taylor. eat_sleep_ski@hotmail.com

Mariners Adrift
The list below is of people who have been lost from our database.  If you have any information as to their recent address please let us know.  Your help would be much appreciated.

Please take a minute to check the list.
Over 20 lost alumni found since the list was published. 

Many thanks to all those who have helped us in our search.

SPECIFIC REQUESTS

Do not take for granted that others are aware 

of the School of Ocean Sciences Association.  

Whenever you hear from, see or talk 

to any of your university peers 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO MENTION THE SOS A 

& ASk  THEM  IF  THEY  RECEIVE  THE  BRIDGE. 

THANK YOU  

Aiken Morag E
Al-Aradi  Jassim Saleh Jassim
Appleyard Paul Julian
Ashworth Simon
Atkinson Guy
Bartlett Rachelle A
Bayne Brian L
Beaver Ruth
Bishop Timothy James
Boscolo Roberta
Brady Amanda
Brenchley Christopher
Bromley Christopher W
Browne Dylan
Bull Chris
Bunt Jamie
Butterworth Matthew
Caine Andrew
Campbell  Andrew R
Chadwick Mike
Chalcraft Peter Nichola 
Charles Margaret Lucy 
Clay Helen
Cloutter Kevin
Coello-Cisneros Segundo M A
Coggan Roger Andrew
Collinson Peter Ronald James
Cooper Jackie
Cooper Keith
Cowley Christine

Davies Carl Gwyn
Davison Andrew P
Diserens Antony Paul
Djama Theodore
Dobbins Christopher Ross
Edwards Andrew J
England Paul John
Etches Simon Robert
Farrington Emma
Ferguson Helen
Ferguson John C
Fern Sophie
Fogwill Christopher J
Foster Andrew Ronald
Freeman Catherine E
Freeman Steven
Frost Nick
Gallagher William
Gardner Harry Fenn
George Christian R
Gibson Lydia
Gillis Lucy G
Gray John R
Green Damian John 
Grenon Jean-François 
Griffith Lawrence W T
Growns Jane Eleanor
Gwyther David
Haddon Catherine
Halliday Duncan

Hames Christopher Andrew 
Hardy Malcolm
Harris Aubrey
Harris Philip Douglas            
Hartley John Andrew
Hauksson Hilmar Jon
Hearn Richard Charles
Henson Gareth
Hill Victoria
Hills Andrew
Houlson Matthew
Hovey Stephen J C
Howell Mark Andrew
Humphreys Selina Jane
Hutchins William
Hyder Pat
Ingram James
Ingram Richard
Jackson Simon
Jacobsen Matthew C
James Ben
James Martin L
Jimmy Robert
Jones David J
Jordan Michael Brian
Jury David Spencer
Kenchington Richard A
King Claire Marie
King Michael
Kinglsey David

Knox  Alison
Lang Simon Hamilton
Larcombe Piers
Laval  Steven
Leslie David James
Lewis Kathryn A
Lwiza Kamazina
Madenlioglu Deborah
Madison J Rachel
Maguire Claire
Malone Nicholas Desmond
Mansfield Stephen Gary
Masson Ann
McGrath Fergal
McLean  David A
Mitcham Christopher
Moore Debbie
Moore James Jonathan
Moore Nigel
Morris Alan
Murray Patricia
Nyandwi Ntahondi
O’Grady Jason
O’Kelly Charlotte
Pearks David Allan
Penty Sue
Peters Ian Robert
Pfannukuche Jens
Philips Matthew William 
Poat Jason Michael

Potts Anthony E
Pritchard SM
Probert David
Pyne Rebecca S
Radcliffe Adrian
Ramsey Shanti
Roberts Graham Michael
Robertshaw Andrew M
Robertson SJ
Robey Kate Jane
Rutherford Bryan
Salter Sean Andrew
Schuwerack Petra-Manuela
Scotchford Colin Anthony
Scott Alec J
Scott Charles J
Scott Charlotte Fleur
Sharples Paul
Shaw Ruth Elizabeth
Shearing Julian
Shotton Rose
Skov Martin
Smallwood Jonathan
Smith Adrian
Smith Ian Philip
Snyder Ronnie
Stephan Bernd
Stone David M
Swanwick Nicholas J
Tarrach Zoe

Taylor James
Taylor Jessica
Taylor Paul 
Taylor Philip G
Taylor Stuart
Thomas Karen
Thomas Nigel Anthony
Thomas Paul
Thompson Andrew M Heaton
Thompson Richard
Thomson Richard            
Tootal Drew A C
Trigg Michael John 
Trigg Mirna A Moctezuma
Tsontos Vardidi Maximilian
Tyson-Taylor Daisy
Vine Emma
Wallis Selina
Waterton Helen Louise 
White Jonathan
White Keith
White Michael
Whittaker Alexandra Jean
W



After Cordah’s withdrawal to Aberdeen, Steve left the Unit to do various consultancy work.  Most
recently he helped work up samples from the first cruise of the new Prince Madog, when the
National Museum of Wales surveyed sandbanks all round Wales for Countryside Council for
Wales. He was active in local politics in Pembrokeshire and was both a County Councillor and a
member of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Committee.  Steve May died in January 2003
after a long illness. 

We send our sympathy to his partner, Christine Gwyther AM, a Minister in the National Assembly
for Wales.  

Ivor Rees

David Wynn-Williams was born
in West Kirby in 1946 and he
attended Calday Grange

Grammar School and Birkenhead
Technical College.  His first degree in
Botany and Microbiology in
Aberystwyth was followed in 1964 by a
PhD on the ecology of nitrogen fixing
marine bacteria, under Muriel Rhodes
jointly with Bangor University.  His
contemporaries remember him spend-
ing hours working off St.George’s Pier.
His dynamic personality and indestruc-
tible character was only matched by his
physical robustness and his boundless
energy making him a constant source of

almost child-like optimism and positive attitudes.  David gave innumerable public talks to all age
groups, including on radio and television, and not only was he a keen sportsman, having partici-
pated in half-marathons and several London Marathons, but David was also a member of
Cambridge choral societies - his involvement in the choir at the Investiture of the Prince of Wales
at Caernarfon Castle being a particular highlight.

David taught in South London and in Tonbridge, Kent and he led a research expedition to Iceland
in 1970.  He joined British Antarctic Survey as a soil microbiologist in 1974 and spent two win-
ters at Signy Island.  Under primitive conditions - to guarantee that micro-organisms did not
experience temperatures above that of their natural environment the lab was unheated with an air
hole in the floor to ensure bench temperatures of +2ºC and sub-zero below bench level - he made
the first detailed study of Antarctic microbial populations in relation to carbon respiration.

David’s love for polar life and its opportunities for adventure – scuba-diving with seals under-ice,
scaling ice-covered mountain ridges or ski-walking around the entire Island on broken pack-ice,
jumping tide-cracks and climbing over grounded ice bergs was only matched by his passion for
photography, the history of Antarctic exploration and particularly of the whaling origins of Signy



Careers and Opportunities in Research and Development: A lumni Network

Whether you are looking for potential employees in your established field,
want to initiate research collaborations 

or simply you are willing to give careers’ advice to current students 

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS and return to

DEI HUWS 
School of Ocean Sciences, Menai Bridge, Anglesey LL59 5AB

d.g.huws@bangor.ac.uk

CORDAN is a scheme designed for mutual benefit of Alumni, SOS staff and current stu-
dents.  It was stablished in 2000 as a response to inquiries by alumni working in various
fields and looking for potential employees or wanting to initiate research collaboration.
CORDAN is to coordinate and formalise the transfer of information between the School,
its current and past students, and interested companies and institutions providing also an



CORDAN (continued)  

PART II: VACATION JOB FORM
Please indicate if you can offer any of the following by completing the
form below and ticking where appropriate.
�   VACATION WORK
�   WORKSHADOWING

DURATION OF EMPLOYMENT MIN. MAX.

� PAID � UNPAID

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS (if any)

Preferred method of application 
� Telephone  � CV and letter � e-mail  � Company application form

and have the following skills/qualifications

Give highlights as to what type of work is or will be available

VACATION WORK
� Easter 2004 � Summer 2004 � Christmas  2004
� Easter 2005 � Summer 2005 � Christmas  2005    
� GAP YEAR

Candidates should be interested in

WORKSHADOWING
How long and how many students can you accomodate?

ANY OTHER VACATION OPPORTUNITIES
(such as courses, open days, talks, etc)

Please send  relevant brochure if available.

�------------------------------  PLEASE CUT, PHOTOCOPY OR SCAN AND SEND  ------------------------------------------�
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�

Please add any other information you would like to share with us and/or your comments
on the way the Society is run.  If you have not attended any events please let us know why
not, and suggest any other functions you would like to see organised.  It would be appre-
ciated if any comments concerning the newsletter could be sent directly to the Editor 
(Contact details on front page).

The  ‘Stall’  

A4 size print of the Prince Madog
£ 15.00

In the mess room of the new vessel hangs an oil paint-
ing of the original Prince Madog painted by Patricia
Ballard.  You can now own your very own print of the
painting which was commissioned with funds donat-
ed by the family of Geoff Griffiths, a former MSc
Student.  Proceeds from the sale of the prints go to the
Geoff Griffiths Memorial Travel Scholarship support-
ing postgraduates to attend conferences.

Across the Bridge 
Hardback, 273p, £15.00
Commissioned by the
School to celebrate 50
years of existence in 1998
and written by an alumna,
Ioanna Psalti, this book is
exactly what the title says:
an  informal  chronicle  of
life at the laboratories.  Reviews characterised the book as ‘monumental’,
‘scholarly,’ ‘fascinating’ but for most of its readers it shall remain ‘an
enjoyable walk down memory lane’.  All profits go to fund projects 
within the School.

TO ORDER ANY OF THE ITEMS
SHOWN HERE SEE P. 11

“Offshore” 
Set of two cassettes price £ 10
In 2000 “Offshore - A Year in the Life of Ocean
Sciences” was broadcast by BBC Radio 4
recording most aspects of the day-to-day dra-
mas of the School’s students and staff.
Price covers ONLY reproduction costs.

Reproduced with kind permission by the pro-
ducers Jeremy Grange and Gwennan Thomas.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

TOWN COUNTY

POSTCODE COUNTRY

Please tick if you want to:

� Publish your address in the next issue in the WET column.     
Add here any specific names of people you would like to hear from.

�  To join the Committee.  Indicate which post to receive more details.


